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The most revealing part of Smith’s book is when he unveils the “temple” where 

we unconsciously go to “worship” all the time. One example is the mall. 

“Seekers” come, often with burdens and troubles, looking for a pick-me-up. This 

is a true sanctuary. Closed off from the brokenness of the outside, the inside is 

inviting. It seems flawless. Then you go to a particular store and find pictures 

and mannequins all presenting to you images of ‘the good life.’ Images of who 

you should be, and could be, with the right clothes, if only you’ll do a small   

sacrifice. When you’ve set your heart on something, you go to the priest behind 

the altar (“did you find everything ok? Do you have our rewards card?”) and  

perform your sacrifice (“50 dollars, please”). You receive a benediction (“have a 

great rest of your day”) and leave knowing you’ve   improved yourself. It feels 

good – you even have a bag to show your devotion to others. It’s a ‘ritual’ we all 

know, but do we realize how quickly it becomes worship? I’m even more        

familiar with a different liturgy, where devotees all congregate into a large stadi-

um (sometimes they even call it a ‘cathedral’), walking past statues of the saints 

of past years, wearing the proper clothes for the service. You’ll go in and you’ll 

sing songs together (Montana State’s was called ‘Stand Up and Cheer’) and even 

recite creeds or chants together (something as simple as “Rock Chalk Jayhawk” 

unites the Kansas alumni). This is good and fun, but we need to be honest and 

admit how easily it       becomes (has become?) true worship.  

My hope and my prayer is that as a church we would be pointing each other   

toward the only truly good life: the life offered by the gospel, in relationship with 

Jesus. My prayer as that we would not merely be ‘knowers’ of who God is, but 

that to our hearts, the good life would be “to be like Christ,” and our worship 

here would be in Spirit and in truth.  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 

“What does the good life look like?” 

Dear family of Platte CRC- 

If someone talks about “the good life,” what sort of images pop into your mind? 

What sort of person does “the good life” look like? Whatever you first pictured is 

probably what you are already trying to become each day. This is one of the 

main arguments of James K.A. Smith, a philosophy professor at Calvin College. 

Every now and then I’ll use this small space to give you some helpful or           

interesting bit that I’ve gleaned from my own study, and these past few weeks, 

I’ve been reading Smith’s new book, You Are What You Love. One point that is 

the core of Smith’s arguments is crucial for us to understand as Christians – you 

do what you do (whether it be with your time or your money or whatever) less 

because of how you think and more because of what you love.  

We need to hear this because our emphasis on Christian education has perhaps 

veered off into a rut where we assume that if you just teach students to think the 

right things and know the right things, then we’ll spit out a Christian. But the 

most important thing is left out: what or who do they love? For example, you 

can have a 16-year-old that beautifully articulates the doctrine of Christ and   

passes theology class, but what she loves is sleeping with her boyfriend. She 

knows Christianity, but does not want to be a Christian. But this isn’t just for   

students or young people. The guy can profess that his “only comfort” in life and 

in death is that he belongs to Jesus, but if his team loses a big game, he’s an     

absolute grouch for the day (yours truly!). The grandparents could tell you all 

about the Biblical idea that the church is tight-knit and their ‘family,’ but if the 

church is asking for some time that conflicts with something involving grandkids, 

then they’ll reveal what they truly love and what family is first. It all seems ok as 

long as “we know” the right answers.  
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FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 That in our hearts we would have a holy ‘trembling’ before the holiness of our 

God. 

 Pray for the growth of our church and that a non-believer you know might come 

to faith. Pray for baptisms of adult converts! 

 Ask God to provide patience for those you know who deal with long-term       

illnesses, and that they would glorify him with their response to sickness. 

 That the churches of our community would be unified in their mission to pro-

claim the gospel in Platte. 

 That God would be honored with the decisions of CRC Synod, June 8-15, in  

Palos Heights, IL. Pray for Pastor Drew’s work there. 

 That we as a church would use our words well – not to hurt and steal, but to  

give life. 

 Remember those who have lost children or grand-children in our church. 

Nursing Home Residents, Caretakers and Shut-ins: 

 Jennie Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                        

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

Harriet Meyerink, JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer,                 

Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik,               

Ann Vander Pol, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren,                           

Betty Van Zee, Viola Vander Tuin 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Lois Van Zee, Andrew Sybesma, Henry & Jeanette DeLange,                           

and Gert Vander Werp. 

June Anniversaries: 

1: Alfred & Alice Van Zee 

3: Clair & Pearl Dyk 

7: Cleo & Kathy Bultsma 

12: Ivan & Lois Van Dusseldorp 

12: Jerome & Yvonne Bentz 

12: Lloyd & Virginia Kuipers 

15: Ted & Carol Bultsma 

18: Leanna & Mitch Johnson 

24: Doug & Jolinda Kaemingk 

25: Devan & Matt Haack 

26: Sam & Henrietta Sybesma 

29: Alan & Tonya Weg 

29: Clarence & Hennie Van Essen 

June Birthdays: 

1: Calvin Wunderink (Missionary) 

3: Virginia Kuipers 

4: Tami Boltjes 

5: Joshua Selemani (Missionary) 

5: Ramona Dykstra 

6: Chris Dykshorn 

8: Mary Kraayenbrink 

10: Vonnie Kuipers 

11: Carlyle Pheifer 

12: Carol Bultsma 

13: Bob Middendorp 

14: Ted Bultsma 

15: Mike Kuipers 

19: Don Severson 

22: Alyssa Middendorp 

23: Ivan Van Dusseldorp 

23: Zach Meyer (Missionary) 

25: Danica Middendorp 

25: Darrel Kraayenbrink 

25: Lloyd Kuipers 

26: Karla Overweg 

27: Jeanette Pheifer 

28: John Meyer (Missionary) 

29: Luke Kaemingk 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


